
ID Theft Statistics and Studies

To understand the scope and nature of identity theft, statistics and studies can be helpful. Keep
in mind that the number of identity theft complaints that agencies or organizations receive does 
not
indicate the rate of identity theft. Complaint numbers may rise or fall because the percentage of
identity theft victims who report their problems to particular agencies or organizations has
changed, not necessarily because there are more or fewer victims. Surveys provide better
information about the rate of identity theft.

  

The California Attorney General’s Office issues studies and reports  on  data breaches and
other subjects related to identity theft.

The Report on Child Identity Theft  from the Carnegie Mellon University CyLab describes
how identity thieves are targeting children for unused Social Security numbers. A 
2012  Child Identity Fraud Report
sponsored by the nonprofit 
Identity Theft  Assistance Center
provides data on the frequency, sources and consequences  of child identity theft.

To Catch a Thief: Are Identity Theft Services Worth the Cost? , a study of the identity theft
industry, was released by Consu
mer Federation of America
in March 2009 and led to the 
Best Practices for Identity Theft Services
, which were developed by 
CFA’s Identity Theft Best Practices Working Group
. 
CFA’s April 2012  report, 
Best Practices for Identity Theft Services: How Are Services Measuring  Up?
, shows progress has been made and recommends improvements to meet the goals  of the best
practices.

The Federal Trade Commission releases a report every year about fraud and identity theft
based on complaints to its Consumer Sentinel Database:
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http://oag.ca.gov/privacy/privacy-reports
http://www.cylab.cmu.edu/files/pdfs/reports/2011/child-identity-theft.pdf
http://www.identitytheftassistance.org/promo/2012_Child_Identity_Fraud_Report/2012_Child_Identity_Fraud_Report.html
http://www.consumerfed.org/elements/www.consumerfed.org/file/To%20Catch%20a%20Thief,%20March%2009.pdf
http://www.consumerfed.org/pdfs/CFA-Best-Practices-Id-Theft-Services.pdf
http://www.idtheftinfo.org/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=2&amp;Itemid=2
http://www.consumerfed.org/pdfs/PR.IDTheftServices.BestPracticesUpdateReport.4-18-12.pdf
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Fraud  and Identity Theft Complaints in 2020

Fraud  and Identity Theft Complaints in 2019

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2018

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2017

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2016

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2015

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2014

Fraud  and Identity Theft Complaints in 2013

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2012

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2011

Fraud and Identity Theft Complaints in 2010
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https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-2020/csn_annual_data_book_2020.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-2019/consumer_sentinel_network_data_book_2019.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-2018/consumer_sentinel_network_data_book_2018_0.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-2017/consumer_sentinel_data_book_2017.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-january-december-2016/csn_cy-2016_data_book.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-january-december-2015/160229csn-2015databook.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-january-december-2014/sentinel-cy2014-1.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-january-december-2013/sentinel-cy2013.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/sentinel/reports/sentinel-annual-reports/sentinel-cy2012.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/documents/reports/consumer-sentinel-network-data-book-january-december-2011/sentinel-cy2011.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/sentinel/reports/sentinel-annual-reports/sentinel-cy2010.pdf
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The nonprofit Identity Theft Resource Center produces a variety of surveys and studies .

  

Javelin Strategy & Research is a company that conducts annual surveys about identity theft
fraud, which is the use of stolen personal information:

2020  Identity Fraud Survey Report

2019 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2018 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2017 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2016 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2015 Identity Fraud Survey Report

  

2014 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2013 Identity Fraud Survey Report
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https://www.idtheftcenter.org/surveys-studys/
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/identity-fraud-losses-increase-15-percent-consumer-out-pocket-costs-more-double
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/consumers-increasingly-shoulder-burden-sophisticated-fraud-schemes-according-2019
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/identity-fraud-hits-all-time-high-167-million-us-victims-2017-according-new-javelin
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/identity-fraud-hits-record-high-154-million-us-victims-2016-16-percent-according-new
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/131-million-identity-fraud-victims-less-stolen-2015-according-javelin
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/press-release/16-billion-stolen-127-million-identity-fraud-victims-2014-according-javelin-strategy
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/news/1467/92/A-New-Identity-Fraud-Victim-Every-Two-Seconds-in-2013-According-to-Latest-Javelin-Strategy-Research-Study/d,pressRoomDetail
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/news/1387/92/More-Than-12-Million-Identity-Fraud-Victims-in-2012-According-to-Latest-Javelin-Strategy-Research-Report/d,pressRoomDetail
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2012 Identity Fraud Survey Report

2011 Identity Fraud Survey Report

The U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics provides identity theft
statistics  based on
its National Crime Victimization Surveys.
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https://www.javelinstrategy.com/news/1314/92/Identity-Fraud-Rose-13-Percent-in-2011-According-to-New-Javelin-Strategy-Research-Report/d,pressRoomDetail
https://www.javelinstrategy.com/news/1170/92/1
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&amp;tid=42
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&amp;tid=42

